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A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  SONOMA  COUNTY  AND  SANTA  ROSA 

COMPILED  BY  LDWARD  H.  BROWN,  5LCRLTARY  SANTA  ROSA  CHAMBLR  OF  COMMLRCL 

SONOMA  COUNTY  AND  ITS  P055IBILITIL5 


HE   widespread   and   almost    insatiate   desire   which    prevails 

throughout   the   older   States,  east  of  the   Missouri  River, 

^tl  ^S\\  ^'-"-^  ^^^*^  ^^^  Europe,  for  concise,  precise,  complete  and  rc- 
^^1  wtS  ^i^l^l^  information  concerning  California,  has  been  met  to 
some  extent  by  the  publication  of  descriptions  of  several  of 
the  counties  of  the  Golden  State.  So  far,  however,  com- 
paratively little  has  been  done  in  this  direction  in  the  interest  of  Sonoma — 
the  acknowledged  Banner  County  of  California.  A  score  of  other  counties, 
south,  middle  and  north,  have  scattered  broadcast  their  glowing  invitations 
to  come,  see  and  settle  in  their  se^^eral  districts.  Old 
Sonoma  offers  the  most  inviting  claims  for  consid- 
eration, for  those  who  are  seeking  homes  on  the 
hospitable  shores  of  the  Pacific. 

Of  Sonoma  we  can  truly  say,  "If  you  come  and 
will  examine  its  magnificent  and  multifarious 
products :  if  3'ou  will  travel  with  observing  eyes  and 
open  ears  through  its  main  and  minor  valleys;  if 
3^ou  will  dig  into  the  deep.  rich,  black  soil  of  its 
plains,  and  also  into  the  rich,  brown,  alluvial  lying 
on  the  easy  slopes  of  its  hillsides;  if  3^ou  will  study 
its  temperature,  its  rainfalls  and  its  vital  statistics  ; 
if  3^ou  will  visit  its  public  and  private  schools  and 
collegiate  institutions  ;  if  3'OU  are  an  admirer  of  the 
beauties  of  Nature :  if  3^ou  want  your  money's 
worth  of  fertile  land,  where  you  can  build  a  home 
worthy  of  the  name,  and  where  the  mere  function 
of  living  is  a  constant  enjoyment  ;  if  3^ou  will  come 
to  Sonoma  and  do  what  we  invite  3-ou  to  do — you 
will  surely  cast  3^our  lot  with  the  people  of  this  fav- 
ored county. 

As  will  be  seen  by  reading  this  work  and  scan- 
ning the  ^-aried  pictures,  true  to  Nature  and  painted 
by  the  most  faithful  of  all  artists,  the  sun.  Sonoma 
Count3'  is  too  large  to  be  seen  in  all  its  fullness  in  a 
da3^  or  a  week  or  b3^  traveling  from  point  to  poin: 
in  a  railroad  car.  Of  all  the  counties  in  California  none  other  offers  to-day 
such  great  inducements  to  capitalists,  large  or  small,  to  active  brains  and 
willing  hands  as  the  county  to  which  it  is  our  purpose  to  invite  you.  In 
every  interest  and  ever3^  industry  now  existing  in  Sonoma,  labor,  as  well  as 
capital,  is  better  rewarded  than  in  any  other  county  of  this,  the  most  pro;^- 
perous  State  in  the  Union.  For  beautifully  located,  pleasant,  happy,  peace- 
ful homes,  Sonoma  cannot  be  excelled.  How  can  it  be  otherwise  where  Na- 
ture  has  been   so  lavish   in   her  gifts,   has  adorned  herself  in   her  most  pic- 
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turesque  forms,  and  painted  her  landscapes  in  her  most  splendid  colors, 
where  the  forests  are  magnificent  and  the  soil  so  rich  and  varied  that  the 
harvest,  whether  it  be  that  of  the  forester,  the  farmer,  the  vineyardist,  the 
orchardist,  the  dairyman  or  the  stock-raiser,  is  so  liberal  that  with  ordinary 
diligence  and  prudence  any  man  can  grow  rich?  How  can  it  be  otherwise? 
There  are  neither  blizzards  nor  cyclones,  sunstrokes  nor  disastrous  thunder 
storms  nor  cloudbursts. 

Here   epidemics    are   unknown   and    zymotic    and    pulmonary  diseases  are 
shorn  of  their  terrors.     The  heats  of  summer  are  never  enfeebling,  the  nights 

after  the  warmest  days  are  always  refreshingly 
cool,  frosts  in  forty  years  ha\'e  only  once  wilted 
flowering  shrubs  that  even  in  the  A'liddle  States  and 
Sothern  Atlantic  States  are  only  half  hardy.  And 
ever  since  American  occupation — when  authenti- 
cated records  began — there  have  been  on  the  aver- 
age, except  on  some  of  the  slopes  and  in  certain  of 
the  valleys  facing  the  coast,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
clear,  bright  days  and  three  hundred  fair  days  out  of 
ever3^  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  in  each  revolv- 
ing year. 

From  all  the  East  there  comes  a  constant  de- 
mand for  literature  that  tells  of  this  land  of  ours. 
Every  prominent  man  receives  frequent  letters 
from  people  in  the  East,  who  have  seen  his  name 
in  the  papers  and  who  write  to  him  just  on  the 
strength  of  that,  asking  for  information  of  Cal- 
ifornia and  of  Sonoma  county.  Partly  to  meet  such 
demands  as  these  this  portfolio  is  compiled.  Of 
course,  its  details  are  meager  and  its  space  is  lim- 
ited, but  within  its  bounds  it  gives  a  general  view 
of  Imperial  Sonoma.  It  pictures  are  photogravures 
of  things  that  are,  and  its  text  is  but  a  brief  sketch 
of  the  most  important  and  most  prominent  features 
of  the  county  and  its  towns. 

There  is  no  effort  at  extended  detail,  and  there 
is  careful  avoidance  of  exaggeration.  The  book's  chief  purpose  is  to  awaken 
interest  that  will  lead  the  reader  to  seek  better  knowledge  and  closer  ac- 
quaintance with  Sonoma  county  and  with  Sonoma  county's  people,  and  with 
the  opportunities  offered  to  homeseekers. 

We  are  not  unmindful  that  some  years  ago  there  was  published  a  fuller 
liiytory  of  the  early  days  of  American  settlement  in  Sonoma  than  we  .now 
attempt  to  give,  and  also  another  work  known  as  the  Historical  Atlas  of 
Sonoma  Cou'iity  and  Santa  Rosa,  its  Capital,  but  these  were  intended  by  the 


authors  for  the  information  and  use  of  those  residing  in  the  county,  rather 
than  for  general  circulation  in  other  States.  The  Hon.  Robert  A.  Thompson 
wrote  much  on  the  subject  of  Sonoma  and  its  county  seat,  and  from 
time  to  time  other  local  writers  and  the  daily  press  of  Santa  Rosa  and  San 
Francisco  have  sought  to  describe  the  beauty,  fertility  and  productive  qual- 
ities of  this  county.  But  while  these  efforts  have  been  fairly  faithful  and 
more  or  less  full  of  interest  regarding  the  localities  they  describe,  none  was 
designed  on  so  large,  complete,  graphic  and  artistic  a  scale  as  the  work  Mr. 
Darms  is  now  offering  to  the  public. 

A  ten-thousand  edition  of  nearly  one  hundred  pages,  however,  is  hardly 
adequate  to  present  this  remarkable  county  in  its  true  light  to  those  who 
are  seeking  information  about  California,  because,  first,  the  county  is  so  full 
of  features  worth  describing  at  more  length,  and  ten  thousand  magazines, 
■even  though  they  may  pass  through  several  hands,  cannot  reach  one  in  five 
hundred  of  those  of  the  88,000,000  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  whom 
the  information  we  give  might  be  valuable  as  well  as  interesting. 

Santa  Rosa  Township  is  in  the  heart  of  the  County  of  Sonoma.  It  ex- 
tends from  the  summit  of  the  high  range  separating  Napa  from  Sonoma 
County  across  the  great  central  valley  of  Santa  Rosa  to  the  Laguna,  which 
is  its  western  boundary.  On  the  north  it  is  bounded  by  Knight's  Valley  and 
Russian  River  Township,  on  the  south  by  Petaluma,  Vallejo  and  Sonoma 
Townships.  It  has  a  larger  proportion  of  level  than  of  hill  land,  and  a  num- 
ber of  beautiful  subsidiary  valleys  tributary  to  the  main  valley. 

Early  History  of  Sonoma  County 

The  honor  of  giving  the  beautiful  name  of  Santa  Rosa  to  this  section  is 
-due  to  Father  Juan  Amoroso,  the  founder  of  the  Mission  of  San  Rafael.  This 
zealous  priest,  on  the  30th  day  of  August,  1829,  was  in  this  region  on  a  pros- 
•elyting  expendition,  in  company  with  one  Jose  Cantua.  He  was  driven  off 
hy  the  hostile  Indians  while  in  the  act  of  conferring  upon  a  young  Indian 
"woman  the  rite  of  baptism.  The  priest  and  his  companion  took  hurriedly  to 
their  horses  and  fled  with  all  possible  speed  down  the  valley,  escaping  their 
pursuers.  It  being  the  day  on  which  the  Church  celebrated  the  Feast  of 
Santa  Rosa  de  Lima,  Father  Amoroso  named  the  stream  from  that  circum- 
stance. The  valley  then  came  to  be  called  after  the  stream,  the  Valley  of 
Santa  Rosa,  fortunately  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  all  California  names, 
as  its  original  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  characters  in  the  calendar  of 
American  Saints. 

It  is  related  of  Father  Amoroso,  who  must  have  had  some  poetry  as  well 
as  piety  in  his  nature,  that  he  named  the  horse  which  bore  him  so  swiftly 
over  the  plain,  "Centella,"  meaning,  in  the  English  vernacular.  "Lightning." 
All  honor  to  the  gallant  friar  and  his  companion,  Jose,  to  whose  courageous 
spirit  we  owe  the  legacy  which  this  expedition  left  us— the  name  of  Santa 
Rosa ! 

The  first  settlement  was  made,  and  the  first  furrow  was  turned  in  Santa 
Rosa  Township  by  a   plucky  young   Irishman,   whose    name    was    John   T. 
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Read.  He  was  born  in  Dublin  in  1805.  He  had  an  uncle  who  was  a  seafar- 
ing man.  Young  Read  left  Ireland  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  bound  upon  a 
voyage  to  Mexico.  He  sailed  from  Acapulco  for  California  and  reached  this 
State  in  1826,  just  after  he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  settled  in  Sausa- 
lito,  and  applied  for  a  grant  there,  but  failed  to  get  it  on  the  ground  that 
the  land  was  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Government.  He  was  not  discour- 
ao-ed,  nor  was  he  timid.  He  came  into  what  is  now  Sonoma  County  and 
made  the  first  settlement  outside  the  Mission  at  Sonoma.  Moreover,  he  was 
the  first  English-speaking  settler  in  the  county,  and  was  the  first  Irishman 
who  settled  anywhere  in  the  State.  He  made  application  in  1827  for  a  grant 
of  his  settlement,  which  was  in  the  vicinity  of  what  was  afterward  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Robert  Crane,  but  before  he  could  perfect  it  the  Indians  drove 
him  oft",  burning  his  crop  of  wheat  and  all  his  improvements.  He  was  set 
back,  but  not  disheartened.  Soon  after  this  disaster  he  engaged  with  Padre 
Ouivas  as  major-domo  of  San  Rafael.  In  1832  he  went  to  reside  in  Sausa- 
lito,  and  sailed  a  small  craft  between  the  peninsula  and  San  Francisco— the 
first  ferry  established  on  the  bay  or  in  the  State  of  California. 

The  next  settlement  in  Santa  Rosa  Township  was  in  Los  Guilicos  Val- 
ley by  Don  Juan  AVilson.  the  grantee  of  Los  Guilicos  Rancho.  The  next 
and  the  first  permament  settler  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  present  town  of 
Santa  Rosa  was  Senora  Ygnacia  Lopez  de  Carrillo.  This  lady  came  upon 
the  invitation  of  General  Vallejo,  as  a  colonist  from  San  Diego,  about  the 
time  of  the  Hijar  Colonization  scheme.  She  reached  Sonoma  in  1837,  re- 
sided there  one  year,  and  came  to  Santa  Rosa. 

Senora  Carrillo  was  a  woman  of  more  than  average  courage  and  energy, 
as  is  proven  by  her  settlement  on  the  frontier,  in  the  midst  of  hostile  Indians. 
She  had  a  large  family— five  boys  and  seven  girls— and  she  carved  for  them 
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out  of  the  wilderness — but  a  beauti- 
ful wilderness  it  was — a  local  habita- 
tion and  a  home.  That  she  had  good 
taste  and  judgment  as  well  as  cour- 
age and  industry  is  evidenced  by  her 
choice  of  Santa  Rosa,  when  all  the 
valleys  of  this  county  were  open  to 
occupation.  This  pioneer  mother  of 
Santa  Rosa  died  in  1849,  ^^'^^  1"*^^ 
estate  was  divided  among  her  chil- 
dren. All  of  the  site  of  the  present 
City  of  Santa  Rosa  was  included  in 
the  boundaries  of  the  grant  made  I.0 
Senora  Carrillo. 

It  is  said  that  at  the  time  of  the 
occupation  of  the  valley  by  Senora 
Carrillo  there  were  three  thousand 
Indians  living  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  present  city.  The  principal 
rancheria  was  on  the  Smith  farm, 
just  below  the  bridge,  at  the  cross- 
ing of  Santa  Rosa  creek,  on  the  road 
leading  to  Sebastopol,  a  town  seven 
miles  from  Santa  Rosa.  Upon  this 
site  a  Mission  was  commenced,  prob- 
ably by  Father  Amoroso,  whose  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  Christianity  kept  him 
always  on  the  debatable  line  between  the  natives  and  a  **gente  de  razon/'  as 
the  Californians  were  called,  or  called  themselves. 

The  Indians  rose  up  and  destroyed  the  incipient  Mission  buildings  at 
about  the  same  time  that  the  Mission  of  Sonoma  was  devastated.  There 
was  not  one  adobe  left.  Julio  Carrillo  said  that  when  he  came,  in  1838.  the 
marks  where  the  building  stood  were  plainly  discernible. 

There  was  nothing  of  interest  connected  with  this  section  from  1841  to 
1846,  when,  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  the  revolt  in  Sonoma  began,  which 
was  to  terminate  only  with  the  transfer  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  whole  of 
Alta  California  to  the  United  States,  which,  with  a  rapidity  unequaled  in  the 
history  of  the  world,  had  extended  her  frontier,  in  fifty  years,  from  the 
Alleghany  mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

After  the  raising  of  the  Bear  Flag,  two  men  volunteered  to  go  from 
Sonoma  to  Russian  river  for  some  powder,  which,  it  was  said,  Moses  Carson 
had  at  that  place.  These  two  men,  whose  names  were  Cowie  and  Fowler. 
were  captured  by  Juan  Padillo.  who  had  charge  of  a  band  of  marauders  and 
had  taken  possession  of  Senora  Carrillo's  residence,  the  old  adobe  on  Mrs.  F. 
G.  Hahman's  farm,  near  Santa  Rosa. 

The  two  unfortunate  men  were  captured  and  taken  up  the  vallev,  above 
the  County  Farm,  where  they  were  shot.  Their  bodies  were  mutilated, 
thrown  into  a  stream,  and  lightly  covered  with  brush,  a  prey  for  the  wolf 
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and  the  coyote.  A  charitable  Indian  named  Chanate,  less  savage  than  the 
slayers  of  poor  Cowie  and  Fowler,  went  up  and  told  Moses  Carson  of  the 
condition  of  the  bodies,  and  he  came  down  and  buried  them  beneath  a  pine 
tree. 

After  the  organization  of  the  State  government,  this  part  of  the  country 
slowly  increased  in  population.  None  realized  at  this  early  day  that  the 
agricultural  wealth  of  the  State  would  be  far  greater  than  the  gold  drift  of 
the  dead  and  buried  rivers  on  the  slopes  of  the  Sierras. 

Geography  and  Topography. 

Santa  Rosa  Township  contains  an  area  equal  to  fifteen  square  miles, 
about  130,000  acres  of  land,  one-half  of  which  is  rich  alluvial  soil,  occupying 
the  center  of  the  great  central  valley  of  Sonoma  County.  The  bottom  lands 
are  of  unsurpassed  fertility,  suited  to  the  growth  of  wheat,  corn,  oats,  rye, 
barley,  hops,  and  especially  for  stone  and  seed  fruit  culture.  The  remaining 
lands  in  the  township  may  be  classed  as  hill,  foothill  and  tributary  valley 
land — the  latter  meaning  a  number  of  valleys,  of  greater  or  less  extent, 
tributary  to  the  central  valley.  In  each  of  the  smaller  valle3^s  there  is  allu- 
vial soil  along  the  water  courses  and  sandy  soil  in  the  foothills,  which  are 
largely  devoted  to  grape  culture.  In  these  valleys  and  upon  the  surrounding 
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hill  lands  are  located  the  best  of  the  celebrated  vineyards  of  Sonoma  County. 
NoAvhere  else  is  the  planting  of  the  vine  so  rapidly  increasing  as  on  lands  of 
this  class. 

In  some  respects  the  climate  is  perhaps  better  in  these  than  in  the  main 
valley,  which,  being  lower,  catches  more  frost  in  winter  and  is  more  exposed 
to  the  fog  and  sea  breezes  of  summer.  But  for  staple  crops  and  hardy  fruits, 
prunes,  plums,  pears,  apples,  cherries  and  berries,  the  rich  alluvial  of  the 
bottom  is  especially  adapted.  The  two  locations  combine  conditions  rarely 
met  in  the  same  locality,  covering  a  wide  range  of  agricultural  products, 
from  the  gross  feeding,  hardy  staples  to  the  most  delicate  of  the  fruit  and 
nut  trees,  including  apricot,  almond,  olive  and  walnut. 

The  valleys  tributary  to  Santa  Rosa  are  Los  Guilicos,  Bennett,  Green, 
Alexander,  Knights.  Franz,  Sonoma  and  Rincon. 

The  first  of  these,  Los  Guilicos,  is  on  the  southerly  fork  of  Santa 
Rosa  Creek.  It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  locations  in  the  State.  Hood 
Mountain  overlooks  it.  At  the  base  of  this  peak  is  the  celebrated  Los  Guil- 
icos vineyard. 

Bennett  Valley  is  a  beautiful  valley  tributary  to  Santa  Rosa.  It  has  an 
average  length  of  seven  miles  and  is  from  two  and  one-half  to  three  miles  in 
width.     Matanzas  creek,  which    drains    Bennett  Valley,  empties  into  Santa 


Rosa  creek,  the  junction  of  the  two  streams  being  almost  at  the  center  of 
the  City  of  Santa  Rosa.  South  of  the  town,  the  range  which  separates  Ben- 
nett Valley  from  Santa  Rosa  Valley  appears.  It  is  a  spur  of  the  main 
Sonoma  range.  This  ridge  is  of  open  land  of  considerable  value;  first,  be- 
cause the  soil  is  good,  and  next,  because  it  lies  just  within  the  warm  belt 
and  is  exempt  from  frost. 

Green  Valley  lies  ten  miles  west  of  Santa  Rosa  on  the  Green  Valley 
creek.  It  is  a  beautiful,  rich,  fertile  valley  where  the  grass  and  trees  are 
green  all  the  year  round.  The  valley  slopes  gently  up  to  the  Gold  Ridge 
fruit  belt  on  both  sides. 

Green  Valley  has  a  delightful  climate,  a  rich,  warm,  sandy,  easily-worked 
loam  soil  that  will  raise,  at  a  profit,  any  crop  that  can  be  raised  in  Northern 
California,  and  with  absolutely  no  irrigation.  This  applies  to  all  Sonoma 
County,  the  moisture  being  drawn  to  the  surface  by  cultivation.  Even  dur- 
ing the  dry  part  of  the  season  one  can  go  into  any  orchard,  vineyard  or  gar- 
den that  is  cultivated  and  dig  up  the  moist  soil  with  the  toe  of  the  shoe. 
This  is  the  reason  why  berries  of  all  kinds  grow  so  luxuriantly  and  profit- 
ably.    The  largest  and  best  blackberry  farm  in  the  State  is  located  in  Green 

Valley. 

Alexander,  Knights  and  Franz  Valleys  are  north  of  San  Rosa.     In  these 
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valleys  some  of  the  finest  fruit  in  Sonoma  County  is  raised,  and  nearly  every 
farmer  raises  a  large  fiock  of  chickens, 

Sonoma  Valley  lies  east  of  Santa  Rosa,  near  Los  Guilicos  Valley.  This 
valley  is  like  all  of  the  other  valleys  surrounding  Santa  Rosa,  rich  in  soil, 
producing  immense  crops  of  all  products  mentionable. 

The  Rincon  lies  north  of  Santa  Rosa  Creek,  and  is  about  two  miles  in 
width  and  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  miles  in  length.  The  climate  is  mild 
and  the  soil  is  well  adapted  to  grape  and  fruit  culture.  It  is  becoming 
quite  a  favorable  location  for  fruit  and  vine  culture.  The  celebrated  Wells 
vineyards  are  on  the  hills  at  the  head  of  the  Rincon  Valley.  These  constitute 
one  of  the  very  best  plantations  in  Sonoma  County. 

From  the  summit  of  Rincon  Heights,  about  six  miles  from  the  city,  the 
view  is  one  of  extraordinary  beauty.     The  roofs  of  the   taller   houses    and 


church  steeples  show  up  through  the  trees  in  which  the  city  is  embossed. 
The  great  plain  of  Santa  Rosa  extends  north  and  south  of  the  city  for  a  dis- 
tance of  twenty-five  miles.  Scattered  groves  of  oak  grow  over  the  plain, 
giving  an  artistic  finish  to  the  landscape.  On  the  west  the  view  is  arrested 
by  the  Coast  Range,  which  is  covered  by  immense  redwood  forests  extend- 
ing to  the  coast,  where  the  restless  sea  leaps  and  falls  back  with  unceasing 
moan. 

Berry  Culture  in  Sonoma. 

Santa  Rosa  has  near  her  borders  one  of  the  largest  Loganberry  fields  in 
the  world.  The  soil  of  Sonoma  Count}^  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  culture 
and  growth  of  berries  and  large  fruits,  and  there  is  a  large  opening  for  the 
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growth  of  blackberries,  raspberries,  currants,  gooseberries,  strawberries, 
Loganberries,  peaches,  prunes,  pears,  cherries,  apples,  oranges,  lemons,  wal- 
nuts, olives,   apicots,   almonds,   quinces,   figs,   nectarines   and  plums. 

Mammoth  Blackberries. 

This  berry  is  much  in  demand  and  yields  heavily.  It  is  a  large  berry  and 
has  unusual  keeping  qualities.  The  consumption  is  far  greater  than  the 
production.  The  gross  profit  is  about  $500  to  the  acre.  The  cost  of  picking 
is  about  $100  per  acre.  Very  often  the}^  are  sold  on  the  ^'ine.  Santa  Rosa 
produces  all  the  small  fruits.     We  have  never  known  of  a  crop  failure. 

Blackberries. 

These  are  one  of  our  early  producers  and  are  raised  while  the  orchard  is 
maturing. 

The  favorites,  known  as  the  Lawton  Blacks,  are  raised  with  little  care  and 
yield  three  to  four  tons  per  acre.  The  cost  of  picking  amounts  to  about  $15 
per  ton  and  the  market  price  is  $50  per  ton 

Santa  Rosa  Excels  in  Apples. 

This  vicinity  is  known  for  its  favorable  climatic  conditions  for  the  raising 
of  apples.  Almost  every  varety  is  raised  in  this  section  at  a  profit.  As  an 
early  apple  the  Gravenstein  has  great  qualities.  It  is  one  of  the  first  on 
the  market;  it  is  a  good  keeper;  it  is  of  unusual  size,  and  as  a  dried  apple 
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there  is  no  better.     This  apple  is  beautiful  to  look  at,  as  well  as  profitable  to 
raise. 

Apples  from  Sonoma  County  are  shipped  to  nearl)^  every  country  on  the 
globe.  Australia  is  a  steady  customer,  and  Sonoma  apples  are  also  in  the 
London  markets  ever}^  year,  as  well  as  in  those  of  New  York  and  other 
Eastern  American  cities. 

Mr.  N.  A.  Griffith,  who  lives  near  Santa  Rosa,  sold  his  25  acres  of  Grav- 
enstein apples  in  1908  on  the  trees  for  $5,000.  and  this  was  no  exceptional  year. 

Santa  Rosa  raises  the  Rome  Beautiful,  Bellefleur,  Baldwin,  Greening, 
Gloria,  Mundi,  Newtown  Pippin  and  many  other  varieties. 

Prunes  and  Peaches. 

It  is  estimated  that  $1,000,000  per  3'ear  is  derived  from  prunes  and  peaches 
in  Sonoma  County.  With  reasonable  attention  prunes  and  peaches  will  net 
$225  per  acre. 

Local  canneries  handle  the  bulk  of  the  peach  crop,  and  most  of  the  prunes- 
are  cured  and  packed  in  this  neighborhood. 

Chickens  are  raised  in  pur  prune  and  peach  orchards.  The  trees  serve 
the  chickens  as  a  shelter  from  the  sun  and  the  chickens  serve  the  trees  as 
exterminators  of  insects. 

The  Grape  Industry. 

According  to  the  report   of  the    County    Assessor,   Santa    Rosa  is   sur- 
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rounded   by   22,000   acres   of   bearing   grape   vines,    in    Sonoma    County,    and 
2,365  not  yet  come  into  bearing. 

Santa  Rosa  has  numerous  wineries,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  grape 
crop  last  year  for  Sonoma  County  was  nearly  40,000  tons,  whicli  brought  the 
growers  something  like  a  million  dollars.  This  represents  a  vintage  of 
about  5,500,000  gallons  of  wine,  or  a  total  of  $1,375,000  more  for  the 
county.  Naturally,  the  greater  part  of  these  amounts  is  paid  out  among 
the  local  residents  for  labor  and  material. 

Ideal  Gardening. 

Strawberries  grow  everywhere.  Every  farmer  has  his  strawberry  beds 
and  considers  them  one  of  the  many  creators  of  income  for  his  home.  Straw- 
berries will  net  from  $250  to  $300  per  acre. 

Vegetable  gardening  is  carried  on  the  year  round,  and  home-grown  vege- 
tables can  be  had  for  the  table  any  month  of  the  year.  Five  to  forty  acres 
may  be  bought  at  a  reasonable  price  on  most  any  terms  desired. 

No  Irrigating  Ditches  Here. 

Sonoma  County  has  never  had  an  irrigating  ditch  in  its  history  of  more 
than  sixty  years.  Nothing  of  that  kind  is  required  here  or  even  thought  of. 
No  record  of  a  crop  failure  is  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  county.  People 
do  not  purchase  water  rights  in  Sonoma  County  and  have  the  land  given 
them,  as  is  done  in  some  sections.     The  first  purchase  of  land  here  is  all  that 


is  required.  There  are  no  sums  to  be  paid  out  annually  for  water  rents  and 
water  service,  and  no  assessments  for  digging  and  extending  irrigating 
ditches. 

Cherries  in  Profusion. 

In  cherries  we  have  no  equal. 

One  cherry,  known  as  the  Royal  Anne,  as  an  average  size,  is  as  large  as 
the  Eastern  plum  and  has  a  very  small  seed.  This  cherry's  flavor  is  very 
delicious,  and  its  raising  is  very  profitable. 

In  T908,  Mr.  F.  Meyer  received  $2,000  net  for  his  crop  of  ten  acres.  Upon 
several  occasions  as  much  as  $100  has  been  derived  from  one  tree  of  cherries 
in  one  year.  The  Yellow  Buttner  and  the  Black  Tartarian  both  yield 
heavily  and  are  very  profitable. 

Hops  a  Big  Industry. 

Sonoma  County  harvested  5,383  acres  of  hops  last  year.  This  is  one  of 
the  largest  interests  of  Sonoma  County,  and  ''Sonomas"  are  the  basis  of  hop 
market  quotations  throughout  the  world.  The  crop  from  the  acreage 
reached  over  38,000  bales  of  about  185  pounds  each,  or  a  total  of  7,400,000 
pounds  for  the  year's  crop.  Over  $30,000  was  paid  out  for  gathering  the 
crop.  The  most  of  these  hops  were  grown  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Santa  Rosa. 

The  hop  harvest  generally  lasts  throughout  the  month  of  September,  with 
about  one  week  of  August  and  one  week  of  October.  It  is  a  busy  season 
in  Sonoma  County. 

The  Petrified  Forest. 

Thirteen  miles  from  Santa  Rosa  there  is  a  petrified  forest.  Forty-five 
acres  of  this  large  tract  is  one  mass  of  petrified  trees.  Some  of  them  are 
twenty-four  feet  in  circumference  and  200  to  300  feet  in  length.  This  trip 
out  of  Santa  Rosa  is  an  unusual  treat  to  those  who  admire  Nature's  curios- 
ities. The  drive  is  over  good  roads,  through  a  picturesque  countr}'  of  val- 
leys and  hills. 

Minerals  of  Sonoma  County. 

Sonoma  County  is  one  of  the  mineral-bearing  counties  of  the  State  open- 
ing upon  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco;  not  dependent,  however,  upon  the  out- 
put of  her  mines,  but  rather  upon  her  agricultural  and  horticultural  products. 

Quicksilver  is  the  most  important  mineral  in  the  county.  There  are  oc- 
currences of  gold  and  silver,  as  well  as  scattered  deposits  of  iron,  coal,  mag- 
nese,  magesite,  mineral  paint,  chromates.  garnets,  clays,  cement  deposits  and 
structural  materials. 

Santa  Rosa  White  Sulphur  Springs  and  California  Geysers. 

Santa  Rosa  has  one  of  the  finest  sulphur  springs  to  be  found  in  the  State. 
It  is  known  as  Santa  Rosa  White  Sulphur  Springs,  and  the  water  is  highly 
beneficial  for  rheumatism,  as  well  as  kidne}^  and  liver  troubles.     The  springs 
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are  about  two  miles  from  the  city  and  overlook  the  whole  Santa  Rosa  Val- 
ley and  the  mountains  on  both  sides,  east  and  west.  There  are  hundreds  of 
valuable  mineral  springs  scattered  throughout  Sonoma  County.  In  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  county  are  the  famous  California  Geysers,  which 
rival  the  Yellowstone  Geysers  in  wildness  and  wierdness  of  scenery,  which 
have  attracted  attention  the  world  over. 

The  Growing  of  Walnuts. 

Santa  Rosa  will  not  take  second  place  with  any  city  in  the  State  in  the 
growing  of  walnuts.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Vrooman  has  a  fifty-five-acre  walnut  or- 
chard on  the  outskirts  of  the  city  wihch  contains  lOO  grafted  Franquette 
walnut  trees  eight  years  old,  and  regarding  their  fruitfulness  she  says : 

'Tn  1901,  when  the  orchard  was  three  years  old,  I  gathered  82  pounds  of 
walnuts,  and  the  crop  each  year  since  has  been  as  follows :  1903,  3.700 
pounds;  1904,  6,000  pounds;  1905,  12,325  pounds;  1906,  24,314  pounds;  1907, 
46,409  pounds;  1908,  90,205  pounds."  This  land  sold  for  $200  an  acre  a  few 
years  ago;  to-day  it  is  worth  $1,000  an  acre. 

A  Great  Poultry  Center. 

Sonoma  County  is  the  greatest  poultry  and  egg  producing  center  in  the 
world,  and  the  climate  in  the  vicinity  of  Santa  Rosa  is  particularly  suited 
to  that  line  of  business.  The  raising  of  fruit  in  no  way  interferes  with  the 
raising  of  poultry.  In  fact,  the  shade  of  the  trees  and  the  freshly  culti- 
vated soil  are  a  great  help.  The  poultry  business  is  absolutely  sure  to  be 
profitable  if  you  give  it  your  intelligent  attention.  Santa  Rosa  is  second  to 
none  in  this  industry. 

Santa  Rosa — the  Largest  City  North  of  the  Bay. 

Santa  Rosa,  the  capital  of  Sonoma  County,  is  the  center  of  one  of  the 
richest   districts   in   the   great   State   of  California.      The   soil   of  the   district 


produces  abundantly  all  the  crops  grown  out  of  the  tropical  region.  It  is  a 
splendid  municipality,  with  a  population  of  about  12,500,  and  is  a  city  of 
commercial  importance  and  first-class  hotels. 

Fifty  miles  north  of  San  Francisco  is  this  beautiful  City  of  Roses,  in  a 
highly  fertile  valley.  Two  steam  roads  and  one  electric  railway  enter  Santa 
Rosa  from  San  Francisco. 

Municipal  Water  System. 

Santa  Rosa  is  the  first  city  in  the  United  States  to  furnish  water  free  to 
inhabitants.  An  ample  supply  has  been  developed  for  twenty-five  thousand 
people.  This  water  flows  in  an  underground  river  bed,  and  is  pure  and  cool. 
Electric  pumps  have  been  installed  to  force  the  water  into  an  immense 
reservoir,  from  which  it  flows  through  the  city's  excellent  system  of  distrib- 
uting pipes  to  the  homes  of  the  poorest  as  well  as  the  richest  resident.  This 
experiment  of  supplying  water  to  all  at  public  expense  has  been  watched 
with  interest  everywhere. 

A  City  of  Churches. 

Santa  Rosa  has  the  following  churches:  Presbyterian,  Congregational, 
Catholic,  Methodist,  German  Lutheran,  German  Methodist,  Adventist,  Holi- 
ness, Southern  Methodist,  Christian,  Episcopal,  Unitarian,  Swedish  Lutheran 
and  Baptist.  Besides  these  there  are  the  Salvation  Army,  Chinese  Mission,. 
Theosophical  Society,  Christian  Science,  Free  Methodist  denomination  and 
Peniel  Gospel  Mission,  etc. 

School  Advantages. 

Santa  Rosa  has  six  grammar  schools^,  with  thirty-one  teachers,  and  a  high 
school  with  nine  instructors.  Santa  Rosa,  as  well  as  the  county,  has  as  effi- 
cient a  corps  of  teachers  as  will  be  found  anywhere  in  the  United  States.  The 
value  of  school  property  in  the  county  aggregates  $445,698,  of  which  $373'O80' 
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Santa  Rosa  High  School  Basket  Ball  Teams 


German  Methodist  Church 


Christian  Church  and  Sunday  School 
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Residence  of  Edwin  Reynolds 
Residence  of  Cornelius  Shea 


Residence  of  Mayor  J,  H.  Gray 
Residence  of  M.  Doyle 
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is  in  the  lots  and  buildings,  $50,578  in  libraries,  and  $22,040  in  apparatus.  The 
schools  are  open  ten  months  in  the  year,  with  a  few  exceptions,  and  accred- 
ited graduates  of  the  high  schools  are  admitted  to  the  University  of  California 
and  to  Leland  Stanford  Junior  University  without  examinations. 

Santa  Rosa  has  two  fine  business  colleges,  which  are  largely  attended 
and  which  draw  their  patronage  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  Still  another 
educational  institution  is  the  LTrsuline  College,  conducted  by  the  Ursuline 
Sisters  in  connection  with  St.  Rose's  Catholic  Church  and  parish.  There  are 
a  number  of  private  schools  scattered  throughout  the  county. 

Fraternal  Orders. 

Santa  Rosa  has  the  following  fraternal  orders:  Masonic,  including  Blue 
Lodge,  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Commander3^  Scottish  Rite,  Eastern  Star  Chap- 
ter and  Amaranth;  Odd  Fellows,  including  Subordinate  Lodge,  Encamp- 
ment, Canton  and  Rebekahs;  the  Elks,  Young  Men's  Institute,  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Foresters,  Foresters  of  America,  United  Workmen,  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  Native  Sons,  Native  Daughters,  Druids, 
Knights  of  Honor,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Ladies'  Circle,  Good  Temp- 
lars, National  Union,  German  S.  L.  and  B.,  Hermann  Sons,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  Degree  of  Pocahontas,  Fraternal 
Brotherhood,  Americans,  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  Eagles,  Owls,  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  the  Royal  Neighbors  of  America,  Women  of  Wood- 
craft, Royal  Arcanum,  and  all  labor  organizations. 

Santa  Rosa  Sewer  System. 

The  city  is  equipped  with  a  splendid  system,  and  it  has  a  large  sewer 
farm  west  of  the  city,  where  all  sewage  is  disposed  of  by  the  septic  tank 


ROSENBERG'S  DRY  GOODS  STORE,   Fourth  and  B  Streets 

process.  This  is  the  latest  invention  of  science  in  the  handling  of  sewage, 
and  Santa  Rosa  was  the  pioneer  city  in  the  adoption  of  the  method.  Since 
that  time  the  septic  tank  process,  as  constructed  here,  has  been  inspected 
by  officers  from  many  cities  in  this  state  and  from  other  states.  When  its 
workings  had  been  seen,  most  of  the  other  cities  installed  similar  plants. 

Business  Investments. 

Agricultural  lands  of  established  productive  ability  offer  the  safest  and 
most  certain  opportunities  for  legitimate  business  investments.  Santa  Rosa, 
California,  is  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  greatest  agricultural  regions  of  the 
United  States.  Here  can  be  grown  a  greater  variety  of  plant  life  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  country. 

Plant  life  reaches  a  higher  state  of  perfection  in  this  section  than  in  any 
other  portion  of  the  LInited  States.  Agricultural  lands  in  this  section  are 
steadily  increasing  in  value,  and  they  may  be  purchased  at  prices  and  terms 
which  will  permit  of  a  good  profit. 

California  is  the  Mecca  of  the  homeseeker — the  man  who  desires  to  make 
his  home  in  a  land  free  from  cyclones,  blizzards,  hurricanes,  freezing  cold  in 
winter  and  blasting  heat  in  summer,  and  where  the  soil  will  respond  to  his 
energies  without  irrigation.  There  are  thousands  of  families  in  this  vicinity 
who  are  not  only  makng  a  good  living  on  from  ^v^  to  forty  acres  of  land, 
but  are  also  laying  aside  money  enough  to  make  them  independent.  Any 
family  may  do  this  by  putting  the  same  amount  of  enthusiasm  and  enter- 
price  into  caring  for  their  place  that  they  would  put  into  any  other  busi- 
ness. There  are  many  small  places  still  awaiting  the  settler,  which  offer 
ideal  conditions  for  the  tiller  of  the  soil.  Santa  Rosa  offers  opportunities 
for  the  investor — both  large  and  small — that  are  not  equalled  in  any  other 
part  of  the  country.  These  investments,  because  of  their  nature,  are  safe, 
certain  and  profitable. 
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Lxchange  Bank,  Fourth  and  Mendocino  Sts.,  M.  Doyle,  President 


Pacific  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Co/s  Building,  Third  Street 


Union  Trust-Savings  Bank,  Fourth  Street  and  Exchange  Avenue 


Santa  Rosa  Manufacturing  Co.,  Cabinet  Shop  and  Planing  Mill.  Phone  574 

Office  and  Mill,  115-121  Fifth  Street.      H.  E.  Huntington,  E.  Schmalenbach  C.  B.  Kobes 
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Sonoma  County  is  eighth  in  the  assessed  valuation  in  the  State  of  Cal- 
ifornia, and  increased  in  the  past  seven  years  over  six  million  dollars  in  as- 
sessed valuation. 

Manufacturing  Opportunities. 

Santa  Rosa  offers  many  openings  for  investment  of  capital,  and  will 
welcome  all  who  come  to  establish  manufacturing  plants  of  any  nature.  At 
present  there  are  fruit  canneries,  fruit  packing  and  drying  houses,  tanneries 
and  a  shoe  factory;  numerous  wineries,  marble  works,  nurseries,  machine 
shops,  foundries,  planing  mills,  box  factories,  woolen  mills,  glove  factory 
and  several  sash  and  door  factories. 

As  an  inducement  to  progressive  manufacturing  plants,  the  Santa  Rosa 
Chamber  of  Commerce  offers  building  sites  free  of  charge. 

Newspapers. 

Santa  Rosa  has  two  eight-page  daily  newspapers — the  Press  Democrat 
and  Santa  Rosa  Republican — each  representing  the  political  party  its  name 
indicates.  Each  issues  a  semi-weekly  edition  and  there  is  a  large  number 
of  Aveeklies  throughout  the  county. 

Santa  Rosa's  Fast  Horses. 

Santa  Rosa  is  the  home  of  the  fastest  trotting  horses  in  the  world,  Lou 
Dillon  and  Sonoma  Girl,  both  having  been  born  and  raised  here.  It  has 
been  the  work  of  this  noble  creature — Lou  Dillon — this  noblest  of  God's 
animals — to  give  Sonoma  a  record  high  up  in  the  scale  of  excellence.  Lou 
Dillon  has  carried  the  name  and  the  victorious  colors  of  her  nativity  before 
all  others. 

Wherever  that  unbeaten  i  :^S  1-2  flashes  over  the  mile  circle,  Santa  Rosa 
is  known. 

Sonoma  Girl,  2:051-2,  carries  in  her  blue  veins  a  few  drops  of  the 
noble  McClelland  blood. 

Twenty  Years'  Rainfall  Recorded  By  Months. 


Year 

July 

Aug, 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

Ann'l 

1889-91) 

none 

none 

none 

8  78 

4.39 

15.94 

12.85 

4.74 

6.15 

1.82 

1-40 

none 

56.06 

]  9l)-91 

none 

none 

.20 

none 

none 

3.93 

1.24 

10.49 

1.22 

2.39 

1.23 

none 

20.71 

1891-92 

.75 

none 

.20 

.20 

1.50 

8.64 

3.43 

5:07 

4,14 

2.65 

3.78 

none 

30,36 

1892-93 

non-? 

none 

none 

1.44 

3.37 

6.55 

4.13 

5.56 

6.59 

2.07 

.80 

none 

30.51 

1893-94 

none 

none 

.25 

.52 

4.82 

2.61 

9.61 

3,78 

1.31 

1.08 

1.84 

1.30 

27.12 

1894-95 

none 

none 

1.50 

2.55 

.89 

13.14 

18.42 

3.35 

2.94 

1.35 

1.39 

none. 

45.53 

18J5-96 

.33 

none 

1.48 

none 

1.83 

2.95 

10.57 

.69 

3.53 

4.70 

1.45 

none 

27.53 

18  ffi-97 

none 

none 

.46 

1.50 

5.09 

6.42 

2.27 

6.25 

5.50 

1.03 

.57 

.83 

29.92 

1897-98 

none 

none 

.10 

1.88 

2.18 

3.16 

1.81 

5:32 

.66 

.38 

3  32 

.17 

18.98 

1898-99 

none 

none 

.62 

1.07 

1.16 

1.20 

8.77 

none 

8.57 

.67 

2.09 

none 

24.15 

1899-00 

none 

.15 

none 

5.94 

5  44 

4.78 

4.98 

.77 

3.72 

2.83 

.60 

.16 

29.37 

1900-01 

none 

none 

none 

4.41 

5.60 

3.35 

6.05 

5,95 

.90 

3.31 

1.12 

no  ne 

30.69 

1901-02 

none 

none 

1.17 

1.16 

4.22 

2,25 

1.79 

14.40 

4.54 

2.61 

1.79 

no  ne 

33.93 

19J2-03 

trace 

trace 

none 

3.70 

5.00 

4.43 

6.38 

2,58 

6,40 

.60 

trace 

.03 

29.12 

1933-04 

none 

trace 

trace 

.64 

9.65 

3.59 

1.77 

12.23 

12.93 

2,99 

,24 

.07 

44,11 

l.-)0'-05 

trace 

trace 

4.39 

4.60 

2.74 

4.50 

5.53 

4.26 

5.59 

1.45 

2.93 

none 

35.99 

1905-06 

no'.e 

none 

trace 

trace 

1.97 

1.81 

10.95 

5.24  1 

7.95 

.72 

3.31 

1.23 

33.18 

1906-07 

none 

none 

.16 

none 

1.88 

6  79 

7.57 

5.17  1 

11.21 

.34 

.32 

1  00 

34,44 

1907-08 

n  ne 

none 

.46 

.87 

.13 

6.30 

5.61 

5.88  ( 

1,45 

.30 

,85 

.08 

20.93 

1908-09 

.02 

n  'ne 

trace 

1.34 

2.12 

4.00 

BURBANK-5  HOML 
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SANTA  ROSA  FLOUR  MILLS 

The  Home  of  Luther  Burbank. 

The  fact  that  the  world's  greatest  horticultural  experimenter  and  plant 
scientist  has  selected  Santa  Rosa  and  Sonoma  County  for  his  home  and 
work  speaks  more  for  the  soil  and  climate  than  all  that  can  be  written.  With 
all  the  United  States  to  select  from,  and  all  of  California  seeking  him  as  a 
resident,  Mr.  Burbank  is  willing  to  stake  his  life's  work  and  reputation  on 
what  he  can  accomplish  in  and  around  Santa  Rosa.  It  is  here  that  he 
propagated  the  spineless  cactus,  the  Shasta  daisy,  the  plumcot,  the  white 
blackberry,  the  improved  peach  plum,  the  stoneless  prune,  the  pineapple 
quince  and  many  other  equally  wonderful  creations. 

The  Banks  of  Santa  Rosa. 

There  are  five  banks  in  Santa  Rosa :  The  Santa  Rosa  National,    the  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  Santa  Rosa,  the  Santa  Rosa  Bank,  the  Union  Trust  Savings 
Bank  and  the  Exchange  Bank.    The  total  assets  of  these  institutions  January, 
1909,  were  $6,205,654,  a  gain  of  $1,086,595  over  January  i,  1908. 
Sonoma  County's  assessment  for  1908  was  as  follows:  - 

Real  estate,  other  than  town  lots $14,374,650 

Improvements   on   same 4,513,435 

Real  estate,  city  and  town  lots 3,988,625 

Improvements    on    same 4>  106,535 

Personal    property    3,678,960 

Money   and  solvent  credits 529,550 

Railroads,  per  the  State   Board 2,678,16^, 


Total   assessment $33,869,918 

Santa  Rosa  Postoffice. 

Santa  Rosa  has  been  given  an  appropriation  by  the  P'ederal  Governmen: 
of  about  $70,000  for  a  postoffice,  which  is  now  under  construction. 

The  continually  increasing  receipts  of  Santa  Rosa  postoffice,  year  by 
year,  despite  fires,  disasters,  financial  panics  and  hard  times,  indicate  the 
prosperity  and  growth  of  the  city  under  any  and  all  circumstances.  Each 
year  in  the  history  of  the  postoffice  shows  an  increase  of  business.     Going 


CALIFORNIA  FRUIT  CANNERS'  ASSOCIATION 

back  for  five  years,  we  learn  that  in  the  fiscal  year  1904-5  the  receipts  were 
$20,425.  The  next  year  they  were  $23,686.  The  year  of  1906-7  brought 
them  up  to  $26,012.  In  the  fiscal  year  1907-8  the  amount  was  $26,940.  The 
year  just  closed  saw  a  postoffice  business  of  $27,967. 

SANTA  ROSXS  FIRST  MAYOR 

Conspicuous    among    the    well-known    and    highly-esteemed    citizens    of 
Santa  Rosa,  Sonoma  County,  was  Hon.  Edward  Neblett, 

During  the  thirty-five  years 
that  he  resided  in  this  city  he  was 
identified  with  its  progress  and 
advancement  as  one  of  the  projec- 
tors and  promoters  of  many  of  its 
more  important  beneficial  enter- 
prises, and  took  an  active  part  in 
its  financial  and  political  strug- 
gles. Kind-hearted,  generous  and 
ever  ready  to  contribute  freely  to 
individual  or  to  public  needs,  he 
endeared  himself  to  a  large  circle 
of  friends,  who  reverenced  and  re- 
spected him.  Physically,  he  was 
a  man  of  fine  presence,  tall  and 
straight  as  an  Indian,  and  his 
mental  vigor  was  unimpaired  to 
the  last.  Courteous  and  aft'able 
in  manner,  of  a  royal  and  unsel- 
fish nature,  he  was  a  typical  rep- 
HON.  EDWARD  NEBLETT  resentative  of  the    self-made    and 

First  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Santa  Rosa,  Gal.  self-educated      Southern      gentle- 

man. He  was  a  son  of  Edward  H.  Neblett,  who  was  born  in  1785,  in  Prince 
George  County,  Virginia,  and  a  grandson  of  one  of  two  Neblett  brothers 
who  settled  at  Jamestown,  Va.  In  1876  he  had  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  to  fill  the  Mavor's  chair. 
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,  BETHLEHEKi    SCAi^DA'^-lAV  I  AN 
JFVAN:i F LI CAL._IA'T H FRAN    CHURCH, 

After  two  preliminary  meetings,  presided  over  by  Rev.  A. 
O.  Mortved  the  Bethlehem  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Luth- 
eran Church  was  organized  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  G.  L. 
Graven,  February  loth,  1904.  This  meeting  was  presided 
over  by  Prof.  N.  J.  Lohre  of  Jewell  Lutheran  College,  Iowa. 

The  church  building  was  erected  in  1905  and  dedicated 
May  2ist,  the  same  year. 

Ministers  in  charge  since  organization  has  been:  Rev.  B. 
K.  Barstad,  Rev.  N.  Askeland  and  at  present,  pro  tem.,  Rev. 
Th.  Himle. 


GERMAN 


EVAN3FLICAL    LUThERAiM 
CHURCH 


In  July,  1894,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Theiss,  formerly  of  Portland, 
Ore.,  began  work  among  the  Lutherans  of  Santa  Rosa,  and 
in  1899  the  First  German  Evangelical  Lutheran,  St.  Luke's 
Congregation,  was  organized.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
the  above  church  edifice  was  erected  and  dedicated  for  divine 
worship.  In  1904  Rev.  Theiss  accepted  a  call  to  Los  Angeles. 
Cal.,  and  the  present  pastor  the  Rev.  K.  A.  H.  Thiede  took 
charge  of  the  congregation.  The  total  membership  is  now 
about   200. 
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RLV.  A.  B.  PATTEN 


RLV.  W.  T.  HUTCHIN5 


sO 


H- 


THL  GEYSLR5.  50N0MA  COUNTY 


CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 


UNITARIAN  CHURCH 
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THE  CITY  RL5LRVOIR 


THE  McDonald  reservoir 


R05E  CARNIVAL-   Miss  Dorothy  Fills 

Second  Prize,  Tandem  Team 


R05E  CARNIVAL— The  Misses  Hahmann 

First  Prize  for  Two-seated  Carriage 
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"RLPUBLICAN"  PRINTING  HOU5L 
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Banquet  Under  the  Oaks  at  the  California  Home  for  Feeble  Minded  Children.  Lldridge,  Sonoma  Co..  Cal. 

This  Home  was  established  at  Santa  Clara  in  1885  and  removed  to  Eldridge  in  1891.  The  value  of  the  land,  nearly  1700  acres,  with  improvements  is  nearly 
$650,000.  Number  of  inmates  May  19,  1909,  768;  number  of  employes,  117.  Salary  fund  tor  biennial  period,  (61st  and  62nd  fiscal  years)  $155,000;  support  fund  for  the 
same  period,  $176,000.  Dr.  Wm,  J.  G.  Dawson,  Medical  Superintendent.  Above  photo  was  taken  at  the  time  of  the  laving  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Administration 
Building,  June  11,  1908. 

28 


-J 

< 

d 

< 

o 

z 

O 

o 

a 

o 

-J 

uJ 

2  o 

^  r 

^     uJ 


< 

-J 

-J 

o 


O 

_J 

z  < 

a.  ^ 

:i.  O 


The  New  Four-Cylinder  30  H.  P.  Reo 


O.  L.  Houts 


Ttie  Stoddard-Dayton,  Winner  of  California  Grand  Prize  Road  Race,  igoc) 


-^ 


O0t^^»X. 


Don  C.  Prentiss 


The  Race 


Stoddard-Dayton,  Fred  J.  Wiseman  at  the  wheel, 
holds  round-bay  record  and  has  defeated  every  other  car 
raced  against  in  iqo8. 

HOUTS  AUTO  CO.,  AGENTS  for  RLO  and  5TODDARD-DAYION  AUTOMOBlLtS.  SANTA  ROSA.  CAL. 
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Mrs.  H.  Pohlmann,  .Second  Prize 


The  Isis  Club.  Third  Prize 


mr"^ 


tv:  :-.■  r^:  -.^..i^aeg^T?: 


First  Prize  Single  Rig.     Decorated  with  Asparagus  and  Marigolds. 

Driven  by  Mrs.  H.  H.  Moke 

50ML  PRIZE.   WINNLR5   AT  THL  R05E.  CARNIVAL   MAY  8.  1908 


Mrs.  O.  L.  Houts,  First  Prize  Natural  Flowers 
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p.  GLORGL  SULLIVAN,  Plumbing  and  Heating,  626  Fourth  Street 

Prominent  buildings  in  which  work  has  recently  been  installed  by  P.  Geo.  Sullivan:     Union  Trust-Savings  Bank,  Savings  Bank,  Hotel  Overton     Sonoma   CoLintv   Court 
House,  Phirnix  building,  1.  O.  O.  F.  building,  Ursuline  College,  C.  C.  Donovan  building.  Press  Democrat  building,  T.  T.  Overton  building,  Johnson  building.  Fire  Department  build 
ing,  Columbia  Opera  House,  Livernash  building,  Santa  Rosa;  Elmhurst  Academy,  St.  Helena;  Grammar  School  building,  Windsor;  State  Home  for  Feeble  Minded  Children.    Eldridge 
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VIEW  ON  LAKL  JONIVL 
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Interior  View  of  R.  C.  Moodey  &  Son's  Store 


Richardson's  Business  College^Day  and  Night  Classes.     Business 
Course,  $40;  Stenograph  Course,  $40;  Telegraph  Course,  $50. 


J.  T.  Townsend,  Furniture  and  Upholstering 


Office  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Hubbel,  Dentist 
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CITRUS  FAIR  AT  CLOVLRDALL 
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CITRUS  FAIR  AT  CLOVLRDALL 
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Campbell  &  Coffey.  Dealers  in  and  Manufacturers  of  Monuments,  Vaults,  Tablets  and  Coping— Works  and  Yard  29  5oulh 
Street,  Near  Bridge,  5anta  Rosa. 


Main 


CANTON  SANTA  ROSA.  NO.  23  P.  M.,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
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5.  T.  DAKLN'5  ART  SCHOOL.  SANTA  ROSA,  CAL. 
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RL5IDLNCL  OF  FRANK  A.  BRUSH,  Cashier  5anta  Rosa  National  Bank 
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LODGE  ROOM  of  SANTA  ROSA  PARLOR  No.  28,  NATIVL  SONS  of  the  GOLDEN  WEST 
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U.  5.  POST  OFFICL.  5ANTA  ROSA 
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HOML  OF  5ANTA  R05A  FRLE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

The  first  gift  of  Hon.  Andrew  Carnegie  to  the  City  for  this  fine  building  was  $20,000.  His  second  gift  was  ?69oo,  especially  donated  to  repair  the  damage  done  by  the  earthquake  in  1906. 
The  lot  v/asthe  gift  of  some  of  Santa  Rosa's  citizens.  The  stone  used  in  the  construction  of  the  edifice  was  donated  by  the  late  Capt.  J.  M.  McDonald,  of  San  Francisco,  brother  of  Col. 
Mark  L.  McDonald  of  this  city.  The  late  Nelson  Carr,  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of  Bennett  Valley,  gave  $1000  toward  the  furnishing.  The  Woman's  Improvement  Club  fur- 
nished the  Rest  Room  for  women,  and  the  Saturday  Afternoon  Club  gave  a  handsome  piece  of  statuary  to  adorn  the  building.  Including  pamphlets  and  Government  reports,  there  are 
about  17,000  volumes  on  the  shelves.       It  is  the  most  popular  public  institution  in  our  City. 
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EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  and  RECTORY 
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VILW  ON  RUSSIAN  RIVLR 
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PORTION  OF  5LBA5TOPOL  CITY  and  5TRLLT  5CLNE. 
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LAKLS  and  WATER  WHE.LL  near  5E.BA5TOPOL 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  PUPILS  and  some  ofZtheXOUNTY  TLACHLRS 
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V)LWS  OF  GRATON  and  the  GRLLN  VALLEY  FRUIT  COUNTRY 
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FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  AND  OFFICERS 
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RLV.  WILLIAM  MARTIN,  M.  A. 
Minister 


IRST  SERVICES  were  held  1855. 
Congreo;ation  organized  in  1856, 
and  re-organized  in  1862.  Services 
held  fu'st  in  the  old  Court  House, 
later  in  the  Methodist  Church. 
First  church  buildina  was  on  the  corner  of  Fifth 
and  Humboldt  Streets,  and  was  dedicated  in  1869. 
The  present  editice  was  erected  in  1891  at  a 
total  cost  of  $18,000.  The  present  pastor  has 
occupied  the  pulpit  since  1895,  The  total  mem- 
bership for  March,  1909,  was  350. 


FIR5T 

PRL5BYTLRIAN 
CHURCH 


52 


RINCON  and  GRLLN  VALLEYS 
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Miss.   Lou  Farmer        Six  A-   ar,o(     Stv^ntit   B 


MVs     Luda  V.   Barhium    Fiftk   B 


A-iii:-.  Floy  Peciigo       Six- -A. 


«•■ .  E,  C'udci-ebdck    Pi'jncjpai      Scvenlli    A 


hiiss.  Nl'JIjl    jvk.id    Bc^-iJinerfi 


Ml::.v      J,mu.     MWh- .-       S  c  V  .  n I  K    B 
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FREMONT  SCHOOL  PUPILS 
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Miss.    Harriet     gmitK       Third  A-ind    FourtK 


MiSS.  Ada    Royal     Six   B 


}AiSS    Khyy    Towey     Fit'ih    A. 


■:hs 


Miss-    Caroline    Retves 
Miss.    Helen    WrigKt 


Rr5tA.-^^Thir4B 
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FRLMONT  SCHOOL  PUPILS 
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NORTHWLSTLRN  DtPOT 
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50UTHRLN  PACIFIC  DEPOT 
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WESTERN  PACIFIC  ft. F«:DBP 


DLPOT  at  HLALDSBURG 
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Rose  Bush  at  the  Home  of  W.  D.  REYNOLDS 


Japanese  Cherry  Tree  in  Bloom  at  Hotel  Lebanon 
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WATLR  CARNIVAL  AT  HLALD5BURG 
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CLUB  ROOMS,  LLK5'  HOML.  SANIA  R05A 
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A  HOLIDAY  at  the  GOLDEN  GATL  ORPHANAGL  at  LYTTON 
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50N0MA  COUNTY  FRUIT  AND  PRODUCE  CO.,  Inc.-Packers  of  Ranch  Eggs,  Retailers  of  Grain  and  Groceries,  5anta  Rosa,  Cal. 
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HIGH  SCHOOL,  SANTA  ROSA 
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Fremont  School 
Lincoln  School 


Faculty  Fremont  School 
Burbank  School 
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MILL  CRLLK,  SONOMA  COUNTY 
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OFF1CL5  OF  DR.  5.  5.  BOGLL 
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LLVIN  TANNERY  and  5HOL  FACTORY 
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BU51NL5S  HOUSES  and  INDUSTRIES 
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R05LLAND  and  SOUTH  PARK  SCHOOLS  and  F'UPILS 


74 


METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CH  JRCH,  SOUTH 


METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 


,n  .8„  Bishop  Sou.e  appointed  Soio.on  Sm.h  P^-^V  t^.^-Re  of  Bode.a  Circ^^^ 
Santa   Rosa   church    formed   a   P^\*-„^ '"   '''f  *stor       The   one^nal   building   stood   on    Fifth 

irw'or°.;*L^e:?ue    ^^^^-V^o^.Tn'^r Jo^./ln/Jorer'n^^^^ssi^on    Societies.  The     pastor. 

Francis  A,  Downs,  came  here  from  Texas  in  igo6. 


1.   is  probah.e   that   in   .S^yhe  work  of  the   Methodist   Episcopal    church  was  begun  |n  Santa  Rosa^  by  ^.he 

Rev   A.  L   S.  Bateman        .   ."^^'.^^^^a^'soon  luiuand  tre'h%"ongr:gafi-on  worshi'p'ped  un.i,  the  present  structure  on 
purchased  for  $80.  A  churcn  wa;*  soon  Dum  ""^  '"^'"^       Thir.t ';trp(^t  in  1886         In  1006  it  was  sod  and  a  parson- 

fourth  Street  was  occupied         ^  parsonage  was  ejected  on  Thrd  Street  m    886. ^^^m^o^^^   ^^^^^^    ^^^^^^    .^ 

Znl^'l'H^^A^erande'rSl'prsfo?.  J    H    Brush.^'r;^^^^^^^^^^^      .'he  sTard  of  Trustees  and  R.  C.  Moode.v.  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School. 
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MiSS.  Edna  Murdock  FiftK  dra^^e 


Miss.  Hazel  Taylor  Second  Grade 


Miss.  Isabel  Stuart  First  Gra-de 


Miss.  Jessie  R.  SmitK  Prin.  A  EigKtK  (irade 

a.nd 

Miss.  Josephine  Van  Wormer 


;MisS-  EtKel  Bumba-ugh  B.  EigKt?i  Gmd.e 


Ivliss,  Cora^.Thomes  FourtK  Grade  and  Miss  Hattie    JoKason  3 
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PUPILS  OF  BURBANK  SCHOOL 
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5AVING5  BANK  OF  SANTA  ROSA 
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OFFICERS  ELKS  CLUB,  SANTA  ROSA  LODGE.,  NO.  646 
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QULLN'S  FLOAT,  Rose  Carnival  Parade,  Santa  Rosa,  May  8,  1909 
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LOU  DILLON,  1:581 2.  the  Fastest  Trotter  in  the  World.       Bred,  Born,  Raised  and  Trained  at  Santa  Rosa 
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SANTA  ROSA  STOCK  FARM 

Framk  S.  Turner    Proprietc}- 


LonDmon      iSSk 


Frank  S-  Turnei- 
the  Man   who 
broke   Lou  Dillon 


Wiilard  F.  Sanders 
tht.'  Man  wKo 
trained   Lou  Dillon 


Cxu;y    Dilloa    S'^Sfz'B  -  l,lS.h 

S'lrt  -  Siir>.^y    Dallon-Dam~By   Guy 


5  0-j.V 


Sidney    Dillon      Sire  of  Lou  Dillon 
'  Owned  hy  SitY]n\^  R  Hoir   IndiaJiapolis 


Lou  Milton  Age  2.3  Dam  of  Lou  Dillon 


% 

i:  ■'■ 

P*"^"^ ''■*>/ 

'fy^i,  ^^ 

"'tr-'  J 

i^^r^ 

"^^^  1 

\:';,^-^tt 

\''^^-y''k'--'^ 

d 

l^s 

y    -      \         '     ""•. 

■P^'W 

i^/;-      '-mi 

m'    1 

Nk^ 

i^ii^n'M 

1      J 

r^ 

1^-   -,    '^-^■'■>*^m-^-^^^^^ 

'^^'^ 

»^»- 

California.  Dillon 


C3i-a.l^H 


y 


$vr^ 


SANTA  ROSA  STOCK  FARM,  FRANK  TURNER,  Prop. 
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GoldeR  Gate  Orphanage   and  Grounds  at  Lyttoa, 


GOLDEN  GATL  ORPHANAGE  and  INDUSTRIAL  FARM  FOR  CHILDREN,  MAJOR  and  MRS.  C.  W.  BOURNE.   Superintendents 

The  Salvation  Army's  Industrial  Home  at  Lyttons,  known  as  ''Golden  Gate  Orphanage,"  was  founded  in  October,  1Q04,  and  was  the  outgrowth  of  a  small  home 
that  had  previously  been  maintained  in  San  Francisco.  Realizing  that  the  best  results  in  rearing  children  are  not  to  be  obtained  in  the  city,  the  Army  officers  bent  their  efforts 
toward  procuring  a  situation  in  the  country.  They  finally  chose  the  site  at  Lyttons.  The  purchase  price  was  ^52,000,  and  a  mortgage  was  necessary  for  one-half 
that  sum.  The  little  orphans  were  moved  from  the  little  home  in  San  Francisco  to  the  big  home  in  Sonoma  county,  twenty  miles  from  Santa  Rosa.  Major  C.  W.  Bourne 
and  his  wife  were  installed  as  superintendents,  and  the  useful  career  of  a  most  useful  institution  was  begun.     At  first  there  were  only  a  small  number  of  little  ones.     Today   there 
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ACT1VITIL5  attheGOLDLN  GATL  ORPHANAGL  at  LYTTON5 

are  200  happy,  healthlv  and  useful  children  quartered  there.  Everv  one  is  learning  from  books,  from  teachers,  and  from  work,  how  to  do  the  things  that  good,  honest,  useful  men  and 
women  must  do  to  take  their  parts  and  their  places  in  the  work  of  the  world. 

They  have  from  2000  to  2500  fowls  on  the  place,  and  conduct  one  of  the  largest  poultry  farms  in  the  State.  The  Hotel  St.  Francis,  in  San  Francisco,  depends  entirely  upon 
this  farm  for  the  eggs  that  are  served  on  the  tables  of  that  well-known  hostelry.  The  bovs  themselves  do  nearly  all  the  work  on  this  farm.  Besides  the  poultry  farm,  the  Home  main- 
tains a  dairy,  and  the  boys  attend  the  cows. 

The  girls  also  have  their  tasks.         The  older  girls  care  for  the  little  babies;  they  do  most  of  the  sewing  and  most  of  the  housework  in    the   buildings  on  the    place.         Each    of 
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5NAP  5HOT5  at  the  GOLDEN  GATE  ORPHANAGE  at  LYTTON5 

them  learns  to  cook,  and  in  all  the  wide  range  of  housewifely  duties  no  tasl<  escapes  them.        Everybody  is  busy  most  of  the  time  at  Lyttons.  and  the  malevolent  personage  who  conducts  the 
Idle  Hands  Employment  Agency  finds  precious  little  business  among  the  little    men  and  women  who  are'  wards  of  Major  Bourne  and  his  good  wife.        The  tasks  of  learning  and  of  doing  are 
judiciously  varied  by  rest  and  recreation,  so  that  the  w  ho'e  life  is  well  balanced  for  mental  and  physical  development.         Among  the  employments  that  are  both  work  and   recreation 
keeping-up  of  a  good  band  of  music  under  competent  teachers,  most  of  the  players  being  orphan  boys. 
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^  H.  E.  LaCeil 

Rose  City  Market,  DuBose  &  LaCell,  Proprietors,  Dealers  in  Groceries,  Fruits  and  Choice  Canned  Goods,  625  Fourth  5t.,  Phone  5.  R.  74 


5t.  Rose  Drug  Store,  Wm.  McK.  Stewart,  Proprietor 


Portion  of  Feliz  Meat  Market,  5.  J.  Feliz,  Proprietor,  540  Third  Si. 
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BURBANK'S  PRODUCTIONS: 

Sugar  Prune 

Chestnut  Tree,  Three  Years  Old 


Gold  Plum 
Gigantic  Amaryllis 
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Burbank  Grapes,  Loganberries  and  other  Productions 
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5ANTA  ROfA  PiONLLR  LAUNDRY,  Main  Office  312  Fourth  5t.,  Phone  5.  R.  158,  Laundry,  First  and  A  51s. 
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FROM  OLR  GARDLN5 
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MA50N!C  TLMPLL  and  Officers  and  Members  of  Santa  Rosa  Commandery,  K.  T. 
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OCCIDLNTAL  HOTLL,  BANL  BROS.,  Owners  and  Proprietors 

Frontage  on  three  streets,  130x200  ft.     Modern  in  all  its  appointments,  absolutely  fireproof,  all  re-inforced  concrete,  corner  Fourth  and  B  Streets. 
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OFF1CLR5  OF  5ANTA  R05A  ALRIL,  No.  210,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles 
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STOCK  FARM  OF  5.  B.  WRIGHT,  Two  Miles  West  of  Santa  Rosa.  Along  the  Electric  Road 
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Heiarv    A.  Hovt 


Frank  L.  Hoy! 
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Cloverdah  Chaitatit  MemorialCons^re.o'ational  CKi/frh 


HOYT  BR05..  Contractors  and  Engineers  of  Northern  California.    Main  Office:  5anta  Rosa,  Cal.    San  Francisco  Office:  Builders'  Exchange,  Box  438 
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FLTTLRS'  HOT  SPRINGS,  Agua  Caliente,  Cal. 

Garage  for  Autos,  Beautiful  Drives  and  Wall<s,  Natatorium  and  Private  Tub  Mineral    Bathing.     The  natural  vvaters  hot  f^o-^thfe  springs  are  highl^ymin^rali^z^^^^  ^he 

springs  into  the  baths  at  a  temperature  of  1 18  degrees.     Terms:   $14.00   per   week;    by  the  day,  $2.50  indudnig  baths.     Open  the  year  round.     Send  tor  our  new  booklet. 
Springs,  Agua  Caliente,  Sonoma  County,  California. 
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Three  Well  Known  Stallions  Owned  by  Jas.  J.  Summertield,  D.  V.  5.,  Veterinary  Surgeon,  Santa  Rosa,  Cal 
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5TRLLT5  IN  5ANTA  R05A 
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5ANTA  ROSA  FIRL  DLPARTMLNT 


SANTA  ROSA  BANK 


M^atmsasM^msi 


SANTA  ROSA-VALLLJO  TANNING  CO. 


Home  of  B.  D.  Kennedy.  726  Cherry  Street 

Agent  Continental  Building  and  Loan  Association 
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Gathering  on  Santa  Rosa  Old  Folks  Day,  Mr.  Diamond    in  Center 
Age  I  13  Years 


WHIIE  5ULPHUR  SPRINGS 


Interior  View  of  Hall's  Art  Store,  one  of  Santa   Rosa's  Prettiest   Stores,  Located  at 
515  Fourth  Street,  Santa  Rosa 


J.  C.  Mailer  Hardware  Co.,  Fourth  Street,  Santa  Rosa 
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BANQUtT  OF  PIONLLR5,  APRIL.  1892 
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